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and forbidding what is wrong. It is a great act of obedience and worship by which 


10 
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And let there be l from you a nation nes to [all that is] good, 


the servant draws closer to his Lord. It is an authentic foundation in the religion of 


| Allah. The tree of this religion cannot stand without it. As Ibn al-Arabi al-Maliki 


said: It is the foundation of the religion and the caliphate of the Muslims. As Imam 
al-Ghazali said in Ihya’, it is the greatest pole in the religion. It is the important 
thing for which Allah sent all the prophets. If its carpet were folded and its 
knowledge and work were neglected, prophethood would be suspended, religion 
would be lost, misguidance would spread, ignorance would become widespread, 
corruption would become rampant, the breach would widen, the country would be 
ruined, and the servants would perish. They would not feel the destruction until 
the Day of Judgment. 
As for abandoning enjoining what is right and forbidding what is wrong, it is the 
loss of religion, the spread of evil, the rise of falsehood, the crushing of blessings 
from the earth, and a barrier that stands between the response to supplication and 
the permission for destruction and devastation. there is no good in a people who do 
not enjoin what is right and forbid what is wrong that they find. 
Al-Tirmidhi narrated on the authority of Hudhayfah, may Allah be pleased with 
him, on the authority of the Prophet, may Allah’s prayers and peace be upon him, 
who said: "By\Him in Whose Hand my life is, you either enjoin good and forbid evil, 
or Allah will certainly soon send His punishment to you. Then you will make 
supplication and iewilfmot be accepted?’ r T TTD 
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